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fortunate situation/' he wrote on November 23, 1735,
to an old friend in Lun^ville, " we are too weak to resist
further, and this depresses us all. But nothing can
be done to defend oneself against superior force. I
don't see what else I can do for the glory of my House
and my faithful subjects, whom, because of this un-
fortunate situation, I am obliged to lose. Nothing will
ever make me give up the sincere friendship I feel for
them, and always I shall try to give them expressions of
my sincere affection."

On April 13, Bartenstein presented Francis with the
document on which he was to sign away his Duchy.
The document stated that he was to inherit Tuscany
after the death of the ruling Medici, and that as a com-
pensation for the loss of Lorraine, France would pay
him an annual income of 450,000 livres. Three times
Francis threw down the pen in unhappy disgust, but
Bartenstein finally spoke to him roughly : " If you don't
renounce your Duchy, you will have no Archduchess "
(" Point de renonciation, point d'Archeduchesse").
Francis signed the document.

On May 4, Charles was suddenly prompted to make a
comforting gesture towards Francis. By a secret Treaty
between them, Francis was appointed Governor-General
of the Austrian Netherlands. Francis never took over
this office, but Charles's conscience was relieved, and he
alsb assured Francis in a letter that he would never
have troubled him so much about a " single word "
(Francis's signature) if it had not been for the young
man's own good,

By January, Charles had felt sure of Francis, and
the young man was finally rewarded by a formal engage-
ment to Maria Theresa. On January 31, 1736, wearing
" a magnificent suit of chestnut brown velvet, orna*